
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



INTERPRETATIONS OF NEW TESTAMENT LITERATURE 631 

"It is better to connect it with the general work of the Logos than with 
the specific work of the Holy Spirit." 

It ought to be said, however, to the credit of the author that he never 
loses sight of the reality of a heart-experience which the believing soul 
views confidently as the gracious gift of God the Spirit, and that the 
worth of the Christian life as distinct from the non-Christian is that in 
this he is a participant in the Divine Life that was revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 

The Supreme Need by Professor Denio" is of a different character 
as respects its scope and, partly, its aim. It is non-theological, but 
attempts to bring home to the heart of the average Christian the need of 
mastering the "conditions of power on the spiritual side of our lives as 
well as on the physical side." There is an attempt to draw a knowledge 
of the law of the Spirit's working from the New Testament. While we 
may doubt that any definite directions that can be given on this subject 
will avail much, there is no doubt that many people who have no special 
interest in the doctrinal discussions that gather about the question of 
the Spirit of God will gain much encouragement and strength from such 
a wholesome book as this. 

George Cross 

Rochester Theological Seminary 
Rochester, N.Y. 



POPULAR INTERPRETATIONS OF NEW TESTAMENT 
LITERATURE 

The old-fashioned type of biblical commentary is fast losing its hold 
on the interest of the religious teacher. At the same time there is a 
demand for books which shall combine the results of sound scholarship 
with a talent for practical interpretation, suitable for the use of busy 
pastors and for lay teachers of religion who lack technical and specialized 
training. Unfortunately the popular writer is likely to sin against the 
facts of history, and the technical specialist is likely to fail of reaching 
the understanding and the interest of the average mind. 

Dr. Strong's lectures on the books of the New Testament 2 are an 
attempt by a vigorous teacher of the older school to interest the layman 

1 The Supreme Need. By Francis B. Denio. New York: Revell, 1913. 238 
pages. $1.00. 

* Popular Lectures on the Books of the New Testament. By Augustus H. Strong. 
Philadelphia: Griffith & Rowland Press, 1914. jadii+308 pages. $1.00. 
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in the problems and the practical values of New Testament history and 
exegesis. These lectures were delivered to a large Sunday-school class; 
and while they were intended to be popular the author expresses the hope 
that " this has not prevented them from being fairly representative of the 
results of modern scholarship." A reading of the first two chapters, 
however, immediately reveals the fact that the author's treatment of the 
New Testament literature is based on a distinctly doctrinal precon- 
ception. The Bible is viewed as a product of divine inspiration in a 
sense which limits the application of human reason to the problems which 
it presents. The New Testament is held to be the final revelation of an 
Absolute Purpose. While there was growth and selection, "the New 
Testament, at least, became one organic whole, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, which worked in and through these writings and their 
writers." If the writers worked under human limitations, there are 
nevertheless no imperfections which are inconsistent with perfect truth. 
Naturally, the "results of modern scholarship" must yield the first place 
to these doctrinal preconceptions. On the other hand, the author has 
a homiletical sense which is productive of many fine and stimulating 
interpretations. The details of New Testament introduction and exe- 
gesis are sketched with a vigor of style, a wealth of imagination and 
an enthusiasm of spirit which evidently proved contagious to a large 
group of lay students. 

In Niebergall's Praktische Auslegung we have a different treatment 
of the same subject. 1 There is an introduction of some length which 
explains the principles by which the author is guided. The purpose is 
to examine the records of the Christian religion contained in the New 
Testament with the object of finding the factors which may influence the 
religious and moral life of the present generation. The book is written 
mainly for clergymen and for teachers of religion in the schools of Ger- 
many. The biblical writings are viewed in the light of their growth as 
conditioned by the environment in which they originated. They are 
treated, not as the revelation of an Absolute Mind, but as a transcrip- 
tion of man's life as he stands in the presence of God. The New Testa- 
ment is not considered as an "organic whole" whose unity is the product 
of an inspired logic. It is treated as the product of the religious ex- 
perience of vigorous souls living under the influence of the inspiring 
personality of Jesus; and the bond of its unity is found in the loyalty 
and sincerity of the disciples of the one Master — disciples who discovered 

1 Praktische Auslegung des Neuen Testaments. By Friedrich Niebergall. 2. Aufl. 
TUbingen: Mohr, 1914. viii+608 pages. M. 13 . 50. 
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through him a common faith and ideal in a world of perplexing expe- 
riences and struggles. 

Under the guidance of these principles, the author leads the pastor 
and the lay teacher into the study of the New Testament books. In 
the Introduction there is an admirable analysis of the relation of Jesus 
to the faith and the literature created by his spirit. As the waters of the 
ocean are seasoned with salt, so are the records of Christian history and 
experience permeated by the spirit of Jesus. Jesus is to be viewed, 
therefore, both as a figure in history and as the creator of values of 
enduring worth and significance. In conformity with this, the records 
of primitive Christianity have a double aspect, both sides of which must 
be vividly realized in order to avoid, on the one hand, an unhistorical 
radicalism, and, on the other, a hard-and-fast conservatism which begins 
by giving hostages to tradition and ends by losing all hold on actual 
facts. 

In his treatment of the individual books, Niebergall shows a rare 
gift of sensing the concrete situation and making it real to the imagina- 
tion of the reader. The problems of criticism are not unduly empha- 
sized, but they are squarely faced when occasion requires; and these 
very problems sometimes suggest materials of real homiletical and 
pedagogical value. The exegetical interpretations are exceptionally 
free from threadbare platitudes and moralizings, while they are often 
rich in their suggestions of present-day applications. The book is the 
ripe product of a man who has served both as a successful pastor and a 
distinguished university teacher. 

0. C. Helming 

Chicago, III. 



WESTERN SOCIAL IDEALISM INTERPRETED TO THE 

ORIENT 

The Orient has had an oversupply of dogmatic missionaries from 
Christian lands. Christianity, as infallible dogma, has been presented 
to Hindus, Japanese, and Chinese by zealous apostles who have had 
more regard for theological propriety than for anthropology and social 
psychology. And of late years, the whole Christian propaganda in 
heathendom has increasingly felt the pressure for leaders who are more 
sympathetic with the native standpoints. 

Accordingly, a new sort of missionary message to the non-Christian 
world is represented by Dr. Henderson's lectures in the Far East 



